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EPISTOLARY TENSES

479. In Letters, the Perfect Historical or the Imperfect may
be used for the present, and the Pluperfect for any past tense, as
if the letter were dated at the time it is supposed to be recetved : —

neque tamen, haec cum scribébam, eram nescius quantis oneribus premerére
(Fam. v. 12. 2), nor while I write this am I ignorant under whal burdens
you are weighed down. '

ad tuas omnis [epistulas] rescripseram pridié (Att. ix. 10. 1), I answered all
your letters yesterday.

cum quod scriberemn ad 1@ nihil habérem, tamen has dedi litteras (Att. ix. 10),
though I have nothing to write to you, still T write this letter.

Nore.—In this use these tenses are called the Epistolary Perfect, Imperfect, and
Pluperfect. The epistolary-tenses are not employed with any uniformity, but only
when attention is particularly directed to the téime of writing (so especially scribébam,
dabam, ete.).

TENSES OF THE SUBJUNCTIVE

480. The tenses of the Subjunctive in Independent Clauses de-
note time in relation to the time of the speal.er.

The Present always refers to future (or indefinite) time, the Im-
perfect to either past or present, the Perfect to either future or
past, the Pluperfect always to past.

481. The tenses of the Subjunctive in Dependent Clauses were
habitually used in certain fixed connections with the tenses of the
main verb.

These connections were determined by the time of the main
verb and the time of the dependent verb together. They are
known, collectively, as the Sequence of Tenses.

Nore. —The so-called Sequence of Tenses is not a mechanical law. Each tense
of the subjunctive in dependent clauses (as in independent) originally denoted its
own time in relation to the time of the speaker, though less definitely than the corre-
sponding tenses of the indicative. Gradually, however, as the complex sentence was
more strongly felt as a unit, certain types in which the tenses of the dependent
clange seemed to accord with those of the main clause were almost nnconsciously
regarded as regular, and others, in which there was no such agreenient, as excep-
tional. Thus a pretty definite system of correspondences grew up, which is codi-
fied in the rules for the Sequence of Tenses. These, however, are by no means
rigid. They do not apply with eqnal stringency to alt dependent constructions, and
they were frequently disregarded, not ouly when their striet observance would have
obscured the sense, but for the sake of emphasis and variety, or merely from care-
lessness.



302 SYNTAX : THE VERB [§8 482, 483

Sequence of Tenses

482. The tenses of the Subjunctive in Dependent Clauses fol-
low special rules for the Sequence of Tenses.

With reference to these rules all tenses when used in independ-
ent clauses are divided into two classes,— Primary and Secondary.

1. Primany. — The Primary Tenses include all forms that express
present or future time. These are the Present, Future, and Future
Perfect Indicative, the Present and Ierfect Subjunctive, and the
Present and Future Imperative.

2. Secoxpary. — The Secondary Tenses include all forms that re-
fer to past time. These are the Imperfect, Perfect, and Pluperfect
Indicative, the Imperfect and Pluperfect Subjunctive, and the His-
torical Infinitive.

Notge.— To these may be added certain forms less commonly used in independent.
clauses: — (1) Primary: Present Infinitive in Exclamations; (2) Secondary: Perfect
Infinitive in Exclamations (see §§ 462, 485. . x.).

The Perfect Definite is sometimes treated as primary (see §485. a).

For the Historical Present, see § 485. e; for the Imperfect Snbjunctive in Apodosis,
see § 485. .

483. The following is the general rule for the Sequence of
Tenses: —!

In complex sentences a Primary tense in the main clause is
followed by the Present or Perfect in the dependent clause, and
a Secondary tense by the Imperfect or Pluperfect : —

\

Primany TeNsEs

rogs, I ask, um asking ) quid facids, what you are doing.
10g4bd, I shall ask | quid féceris, what you did, were doing,
rogavi (sometimes), I have asked [ have done, have boen doing.

rogavers, I shall have asked J quid factirus sis, what you will do.
scribit, he writes l at nds moneat. ¢ ;

scribet, he will write ! § moneat, 10 WArn us.

scribe (scribitd), write ut nds moneds, {0 WaArN US.

scribit, he writes quasi oblitus sit, as if e had forgoiten.

1 The term is sometimes extended to certain relations between the tenses of sub-
ordinate verbs in the indicative and those of the main verb. These relations do not
differ in principle from those which we ave considering; but for convenience the teym
Sequence of Tenses is in this book restricted to subjunctives, in accordance with the
usual practice.
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Seconvary Trnses

rogabam, I asked, was asking | quid facerés, what you were doing.

rogavi, 1 asked, have asked ] qu;)d f‘éciss‘és, what you had done, had
een doing.

rogaveram, I had asked ‘ J quid factirus essés, what you wou'd do,

scripsit, he wrote ut nés monéret, {0 WArN us. \

geripsit, he wrote quasi oblitus esset, as if e had fou;orten

484. In applying the rule for the Sequence of Tenses, observe —

(1) Whether the main verb is (a) primary or () secondary.

(2) Whether the dependent verb is to denote completed action(i.e.
past with reference to the main verb) or incomplete action (i.e. pres-
ent or future with reference to the main verb). Then -—

a. If the leading verb is primary, the dependent verb must be in
the Present if it denotes incomplete action, in the Perfect if it denotes
completed action.

b, 1f the leading verb is secondary, the dependent verh must be in
the Tmperfect if 1t denotes incomplete action, i the Pluperfect if it
denotes completed action : —

(1) He writes [primary] to warn [incomplete act on] us, scribit ut nos moneat.
I ask [primary] what you were doing [now past], rogd quid féceris.
(2) e wrote [secondary] to warn [incomplete] us, scripsit ut nos monéret.
I asked [secondary] what you were doing [incomplete], rogavi quid facerés.
¢. Notice that the Future Perfect denotes action completed (at
the time referred to), and hemnce is represented in the Subjunctive by
the Perfect or Pluperfeet : — ,
He shows that if they come (shall have come), many will perish, dgmonstrat, s
vénerint, multds interitirds.
He showed that if they should come (should Lave come), many would perish,
démonstravit, sI vénissent, multds interitfiros.

485. In the Sequence of Tenses the following special points
are to be noted: —

a. The Perfect Indicative is ordinarily a seccondary tense, but
allows the primary sequence when the present time is clearly in the
writer’s mind: —

ut satis esset praesidi provisum est (Cat. ii. 26), provision has been made that
there should be ample guard. [Secondary sequence. ]

addiixi hominem in qud satisfacere exteris nationibus possétis (Verr. i 2), I
have brought a man in whose person you can make satisfuction to foreign
nations. [Secondary sequence. |
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est enim rés iam in eumn locum adducta, ut quamquam multum intersit inter
edrum causas qui dimicant, tamen inter victorids non multum interfu-
tirum putem (Fam. v. 21. 3), for affairs have been brought to such a pass
that, though there is a great difference between the causes of those who are
fighting, still I do not think there will be much difference between their vic-
tories. [Primary sequence. ]

ea adhibita doctrina est quae vel vitiosissimmam nataram excolere poss1t (Q. Fr.
i, 1. 7), such instruction has been given as can train even the faulticst
nature. [Primary sequence. ]

Nork. — The Perfect Infinitive in exclamations follows the same rule:—

quemquamne fuisse tam scelertim qui hoe fingeret (Phil. xiv. 14), was any one so
abandoned as to iinagine tlis?  {Secondary.)

adedn rem redisse patrem ut extiméscam (Ter. Ph. 153), to think that things have
come to such a puss that I should dread my father! [Primary.]

». After a primary tensethe Perfect Subjunctive is regularly used to
denote any past action. Thusthe Perfect Subjunctivemay represent—

1. A Perfect Definite: —
udn dubitd quin ommé@s tul scripserint (Fam. v. 8), I do not doubt that all
your friends have written.  [Direct statement: scripsérunt. ]
qua ré 1on Igndrd quid accidat in wltimis texris, cum aupdierim in Ttalia que-
rellas civium (Q. Fr. i. 1. 38), therefore I know well what happens at the
ends of the earth, when I have heard in Italy the complaints of citizens.
[Direct statement: audivi, ]

9. A Perfect Historical : —
mé autem hic landat quod rettulerim, non quod patefécerim (Att. xii. 21), me
e praises because I brought the matter [before the senate], not because I
brought it to light. [Direct statement : rettulit. ]

3. An Imperfect: —

s1 forte cecidérunt, thm intellegitur quain fuerint inopés amicdrum (Lael. 53),
if perchance they fall (have fallen), then one can sce how poor they were
in friends. [Direct question: gnam inopés erant ?]

qui status rérum fuerit cum his litteras ded’, scire poteris ex C. Titio Stra-
bone (Fam. xii. 6), what the condition of affairs was when I wrote this =
letter, you can learn from Strabo. [Direct question: qui status erat ?]

quam civititi carus fuerit maerdre funeris indicatum est (Lael. 11), how dear
he was to the state has been shown by the grief at his funeral. [I)irect
question: quam carus erat ?]

ex epistulls intellegi licet quam f1equeus fuerit Platonis auditor (Or. 16), i
may be understood from his letters how constant @ hearer he was of Plato.
[Direct question : gquam frequens erat ?]

Note. — Thus the Perfect Subjunctive may represent, not only a Perfect Definite
or a Perfect Historical of a direct statement or question, but an Imperfect as well.
This comes from the want of any special tense of the subjunctive to express continued
action after a primary tense. Thus, miror quid f&cerit may mean (1) 7 wonder what e
has done, (2) 1 wonder what he did (hist. pert.), or (3) I wonder what he was doing.
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. In clauses of Result, the Perfect Sub]unctlvc is regularly (the
Present 1&1’ely) used after secondaly tenses :

Horténsius ardébat dicendi cupiditite gic ut in nilld umquan flagrantins
studinin viderim (Brut. 302), Hortensius was so hot with desire of speal-
ing that I have never seen a more durning ardor.in any man.

[Siciliam Verrés] per triennium ita vexavit ac perdidit ut ea restitul in anti-
quum statum nilld modd possit (Verr. i. 12), for thice years Verres so
racked ond ruined Sicily thul she can in no way be restored to her former
stute. [Here the Present describes.a state of things actually existing.]

videor esse copsecitus Ut non possit Dolabella in Italiam pervenire (Fam.
xii. 14. 2), I seem to have brouglt &t about that Dolabella cannot come into
Ttaly.

Note 1.—This construction emplasizes the result; the regular sequence of tenses
would subordinate it.

Nore 2. — There is a special fondness for the Perfect Subjunective to represent a
Pexrfect Indicative: —

Thorius erat ita non superstitiosus nt illa plarima in su@ patria et sacrificia et
fava contemneret ; ita nou timidus ad mortem ut in acié sit ob rem piiblicam
interfectus (Fin. ii. 63), Thorius was so litile superstitious that he despised
[contemnéebai) the many sacrifices und shrines in his country ; so litile timor-
ous about death that he was killed [intexfectus est] in battle, in defence of
the state.

d. A general truth after a past tense follows the sequence of tenses:

ex lis quae tribuisset, sibi guam miitabilis esset reputibat (Q. C. iii, 8. 20),
Jrom what she (Fortune) had bestowed on lim, he reflected how inconstant
she is. [Direct: mutabilis est.]

ibi quantam vim ad stimulandds animaos Ira habéret apparuit (Liv. xxxiii. 37),
here it appeared what power anger has to goad the mind. [Direct : habet. ]

NoTg. —In English the original tense is more commouly kept.

The Historical Present (§ 469) is sometimes felt as a primary,
sometimes as a secondory tense, and accordingly it talkes either the
primary or the secondary sequence : —

rogat ut ciiret quod dixisset (Quinct. 18), e asks him to attend to the thing he
had spoken of. [Both primary and secondary sequence. ]

NorE. — After the historical present, the subjunctive with cum temporal must
follow the secondary sequence: —

qud cum venisset cognoscit (3. C. i. 34), when he had come there he learns.

cwn esset piigndtum horls quinque, nostrique gravius premerentur, impetum in
cohortis faciunt (id. i. 40), when they had fought jor five hours, and our
men were pretty hard pressed, they make an altack on the cohorts.

7. The Historical Infinitive regularly takes the secondary se-
quence : —

interim cotidie Caesar Haeduds friimentnin, quod essent pollicit, flagitare
(B. G. i. 16), meanwhile Cwsar demanded of the Hedui every day the grain
which they had promised.
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g. The Imperfect and Pluperfect in conditions contrary to fact
(§ 517) and in the Deliberative Subjunctive (§ 444) are not affected
by the sequence of tenses:—

quia tale sit, ut vel si ignorarent id hominés vel si obmutuissent (Fin. ii. 49),
because it is such that even if men WERE ignorant of it, 0r nap BEEN
silent about it.

quaerd 4 té ciir C. Cornélium non défenderem (Vat. 5), I ask you why I wus
not to defend Caius Cornelius? [Direct: ciir non défenderem ?]

h. The Imperfect Subjunctive in present conditions contrary to
fact (§ 517) is regularly followed by the secondary sequence:-—

s1 alil consulés essent, ad té potissimum, Paule, mitterem, ut eds mili quam
amicissimos redderés (Fam. xv. 13. 3), if there were other consuls, I should
send to you, Paulus, in preference to all, that you might make them as
friendly to me as possible.

s s0los e0s dicerds miserds quibus moriendum esset, néminem exciperés
(Tuse. 1. 9), if you were to call only those wretched who must die, you
would except no one.

. The Present is sometimes followed by a secondary sequence,
seemingly because the writer is thinking of past time: —

sed s1 rés coget, est quiddam tertiuin, quod neque Selicio nec mihi displice-
bat: ut neque iacére rem paterémur, etc. (Fam. i. 54. 3), but {f the case
shall demand, there is a third [course] which neither Selicius nor myself
disapproved, that we should not allow, etc. [Here Cicero is led by the
time of displicébat. ]

sed tamen ut scirés, haec tibi scribd (Fam. xiii. 47), but yet that you may know, I
writethus. [Asif he had used the epistolary imperfect scribsbam (§ 479). ]

cliius praecepti tanta visest ut ea ndon homini cuipiam sed Delphicd ded
tribuerstur (Legg. 1. 68), such is the force of this precept, that it was
ascribed not to any man, but to the Delphic god. [The precept was an
old one.]

j. When a clause depends upon one already dependent, its se-
quence may be secondary if the verb of that clause expresses past
time, even if the main verb is in a primary tense: —

sed tamen qua ré acciderit ut ex meis superioribus litteris id suspicarére nescio
(Fam. ii. 18), bu? yel how it happened that you suspected this from my
previous letter, I don’t know.

tantum profécisse vidémur ut & Graecis né verborum quidem cOpia vinceré-
mur (N. D. i. 8), we seem to have advanced so far that even in abundance
of words we ARE not surpassed by the Greeks.

NoTE. — So regularly after a Perfect Infinitive which depends on a primary tense
(§ 585, a).



